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1. Urbanization in Kenya
The growth of any economy is based on urbanization. People move to the urban areas mostly
because of the job opportunities. As more enterprises and organizations are being established,
more people can have jobs hence they are able to improve their standards of living. The
world is urbanizing at a very rapid rate. According to a report by the UN Habitat three out of
ten people on the planet lived in urban areas by the mid-20th Century (Habitat, 2010). In the
beginning of the 21st Century, it is estimated that half of the population lived in urban areas
and it is projected that by the middle of the 21st Century all regions will be predominantly
urban.
Like most African countries, Kenya has been urbanizing rapidly. While an estimated 20.4
percent of Kenya’s population lived in urban areas by the year 2000, the proportion is
estimated to reach 60 percent by the year 2030 (Kenya Vision 2030). Kenya’s Concept Paper
on National Spatial Plan (2016) indicates that Kenya’s population is quickly urbanizing,
estimated that about 50 % of the total population would live in urban areas by the year 2050.
This growth is largely due to a high level of rural-urban migration fuelled by rural poverty
and a dwindling per capita ownership of farming and grazing land.
Urban areas are more efficient than rural areas as there is less effort needed to supply basic
amenities such as electricity and fresh water. Transportation is not necessary because most services
are available on the spot. In most urban areas apartments are prevalent and the inhabitants need
smaller living areas. Urban lifestyle is also more convenient to the population. There is easier
accessibility of most amenities such as education, health, cultural activities, social services,
communication and transportation networks. There is also better social integration which creates
better understanding, tolerance and acceptance due to elimination of social and cultural barriers.
Urban areas are also centres of technology and innovative solutions. Therefore, Urbanization is
necessary for economic growth and development. However, it has negative impacts that can cause
destruction. Establishment of the municipality will improve the management of these urban areas
to optimize gains of urbanization.

Kiambu County is fast urbanizing owing to her proximity to Nairobi, the Country’s capital. In
fact, it is the third most urbanized county after Nairobi and Mombasa at an average rate of 3.4
percent compared to the 4 percent National Urban Growth rate (Draft County Spatial Plan).
Kiambu Town is the County’s headquarter while Thika Town is the largest urban area in the
county owing to diverse functions including industrial, educational and residential functions.
Other towns are Kikuyu, Ruiru, Karuri, Juja, Limuru, Gatundu, Lari and Githunguri.
Given the high economic returns derived from the conversion of such agricultural land, many
owners have sought change of user and large tracts of such land have been transformed into

urbanized zones. Good examples are parts of the upcoming Tatu City, Thindigua Estate along
Kiambu Road, formerly under coffee and parts of the current Evergreen and Runda Estates.
Other areas undergoing a similar transition are Kidfarmaco Estate in Kikuyu, Githunguri
Ranch and the Nyakinyua farms next to Ruiru which are all now under residential and
commercial use. The new Tatu City, next to Ruiru, will claim more agricultural land. Thika
Landless and the neighbouring residential estates also sit on former agricultural land that
earlier fed Thika’s urban ecosystem. These conversions spell higher economic returns.

2. Background information
The Kenya Urban Support Program (KUSP) is a World Bank funded project aimed at
strengthening urban institutions to deliver infrastructural and service delivery to the targeted
areas. The project entails setting up of urban areas in Kenyan counties. The project focuses
on all urban areas that qualify for conferment of Municipal or City status with the exception
of Nairobi and Mombasa City Counties as per the Section 9 of the Urban Areas and Cities
Act.
As such, the programme will benefit 59 urban areas, 45 being county headquarters (including
three Eldoret, Kisumu and Nakuru that qualify for conferment of cities status), and 14 that
would by themselves qualify for the status of Municipality by having over 70,000
inhabitants). The urban centres that qualified for the KUSP Fund are shown in table 1 below.
Table 1: Transport infrastructure within the Karuri Municipality
Urban

Urban

area

population

Baringo

Kabarnet

25,954

31

Bomet

Bomet

83,440

32

Bungoma

54,469

33

Kimilili

94,719

34

No.

County

1
2
3
4

Bungoma

No.

County

Machakos

Urban

population

area)

Urban

Machakos

150,467

KangundoTala

218,722

Mavoko

135,571

Makueni

Wote

67,542

5

Busia

Busia

50,099

35

Mandera

Mandera

87,150

6

ElgeyoMaraket

Iten

44,513

36

Marsabit

Marsabit

14,474

7

Embu

Embu

59,428

37

Meru

Meru

57,940

8

Garissa

Garissa

115,744

38

Migori

Migori

66,234

9

Homa Bay

Homa Bay

59,165

39

Awendo

108,742

10

Isiolo

Isiolo

46,578

40

Rongo

81,968

Kajiado

14,434

41

Muranga

Muranga

30,949

Ngong

107,042

42

Nakuru

Nakuru

367,183

11
12

Kajiado

13

Kakamega

90,670

43

Naivasha

170,551

Mumias

102,208

44

Nandi

Kapsabet

87,850

Kericho

127,042

45

Narok

Narok

37,129

16

Kiambu

83,265

46

Nyamira

Nyamira

56,857

17

Karuri

115,731

47

Nyandarua

OlKalou

67,186

Karuri

264,714

48

Nyeri

Nyeri

117,297

Limuru

79,686

49

Samburu

Maralal

15,213

20

Ruiru

240,226

50

Siaya

Siaya

23,825

21

Thika

151,225

51

TaitaTaveta

Wundanyi

6,576

Kilifi

47,957

52

Tana River

Hola

17,124

Malindi

115,882

53

TharakaNithi

Kathwana

0

14
15

18
19

22
23

Kakamega
Kericho

Kiambu

Kilifi

24

Kirinyaga

Kerugoya

35,343

54

Trans Nzoia

Kitale

148,261

25

Kisii

Kisii

81,318

55

Turkana

Lodwar

47,101

26

Kisumu

Kisumu

383,444

56

UasinGishu

Eldoret

312,351

27

Kitui

Kitui

115,183

57

Vihiga

Vihiga

124,391

28

Kwale

Kwale

21,378

58

Wajir

Wajir

82,106

29

Laikipia

Rumuruti

10,064

59

West Pokot

Kapenguria

36,379

30

Lamu

Lamu

18,328

TOTAL

5,576,38

*The highlighted towns are County Headquarters

3. Project beneficiaries
Kiambu County is the largest beneficiary of the fund with six urban centres for conferment
of Municipal Status. These are: Kiambu, Thika, Ruiru, Karuri, Karuri and Limuru. These
urban areas are critical in providing full range of services to the rural population. The centers
have an urban threshold of between 70,000 to 249,000 people and are projected to grow at an
annual rate of 3.4 percent per annum. These urban areas are also the major drivers of
urbanization and economic growth in the county, due to their endowment in agricultural
productivity, industrial activities, residential development, trade and commerce, as well as
core educational centres.

Map 1: Municipalities in Kiambu County

Source: Kiambu County GIS Directorate

4. Background Information for the Karuri Municipality
Map 2:Map for the Karuri Municipality

The Karuri Municipality covers an area of 81.08 KM2 with a population of 150,907 (2009
census). It will be defined by the boundaries of the current Kiambaa Sub County comprising
of Cianda, Karuri, Ndenderu, Muchatha and Kihara Wards. The

headquarter for the

municipality will be within Karuri ward which previously hosted the offices for the defunct
Karuri Town Council.
Karuri (also known as Kiambaa) is located in the southern portion of Kiambu County and lies
directly Northwest of the city of Nairobi which defines its Eastern and South-Eastern
boundaries. It borders the city of Nairobi to the south for about 20 km from Nairobi City,
Karuri Town Council to the West, Limuru Municipal Council to the north and Kiambu
Municipal Council to the east. The municipality falls within the former Karuri Town Council
and was established as a meeting center in the pre-colonial era where Karuri paramount
chiefs would meet for deliberations.
The town derives its name from the principal chief Karuri Wa Gakure who would travel
from Tuthu in the slopes of Aberdare Ranges to meet his counterparts like Kinyanjui Wa
Gathirimu.
Its name was derived from the name of a famous elder from Murang’a County called Karuri
Wa Gakure who lived in the 18th century. It is said that, men of his time used to pass through
this area from their home in the highlands of Mt. Kenya on their way to Maasai land to
purchase livestock around 1866 - 1890. He had marked a place where they used to stop over
on their long journey and they eventually made it a meeting point where the farming traders
would come from the East with their farm produce and meet the pastoralists from the West
where they would exchange their produce with livestock in barter trade.
Figure 1: Paramount Chief Karuri Wa Gakure

Source: Google.com
Karuri hosts the fast growing Ruaka
Township. The town formed part of the
former

Karuri

Town

Council

Local

Authority Area. Ruaka is a stone throw
away from the Two Rivers Mall, which
opened its doors on 14th February 2017.
Two Rivers is the largest mall in Kenya that
has also played a role in attracting more

investors to Ruaka. Karuri is majorly a residential and commercial node for its residents and
its experiencing high urbanization rates.
Figure 2: The two rivers mall located less than a kilometre from Ruaka Town

Source: https://uk.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?hspart=skylikes&hsim
Figure 3: The figure below shows a bird’s eye view of Ruaka town

Source:https://uk.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?hspart=skylikes&hsim

Banana Hills was so-named by British Colonial soldiers, locally known as Johnnies, who
could only see banana plantations as they looked downhill towards the capital city, Nairobi,
whenever they drove their military trucks over the hills en route to Limuru. The green
scenery has rapidly been replaced with mushroomed red rooftops of mansions and
apartments.
5. The Rationale of the Assignment
The promulgation of the new Constitution of Kenya in 2010 opened a new chapter towards
development and management of urban areas within the Country. The Constitution through
Section 184 provided for legislation of Urban Areas and Cities Act which would enhance
governance and management ofurban areas and cities.
In 2011, the National Assembly formulated the Urban Areas and Cities Act. This gave effect
to Article 184 of the Constitution whose mandate include the following;


Establishing criteria for classifying areas as urban areas and cities;



Establishing the principles of governance and management of urban areas and cities;
and



Providing for participation by residents in the governance of urban areas and cities,
and for connected purposes.

Section 9 of the Urban Areas and Cities Act provide the procedure and criteria for
establishment of Municipalities for towns that fulfill the conditions set out in sub section 3 of
the same Act as follows;
a) Has a population of at least between seventy thousand and two hundred and forty-nine
thousand residents according to the final gazetted results of the last population census
carried out by an institution authorized under any written law, preceding the grant;
b) Has an integrated development plan in accordance with this Act;
c) Has demonstrable revenue collection or revenue collection potential;
d) Has demonstrable capacity to generate sufficient revenue to sustain its operations;
e) Has the capacity to effectively and efficiently deliver essential services to its residents
as provided in the First Schedule of the Urban Areas and Cities Act;
f) Has institutionalised active participation by its residents in the management of its
affairs;
g) Has sufficient space for expansion;
h) Has infrastructural facilities, including but not limited to, street lighting, markets and
fire stations; and

i) Has a capacity for functional and effective waste disposal
However, notwithstanding the provisions above, the county governor shallconfer the status of
a special municipality to the headquarters of the county evenwhere it does not meet the
threshold specified under subsection 3 above.
Further, Schedule of the Urban Areas and Cities Act provides the services that a Municipality
should be able to provide to her residents as outlined in table 2 below;
Table 2: Essential Services to be provided by municipality as per the first schedule of
the Urban Areas and Cities Act
No.

Item
Planning

1

and

Development Control
Traffic Control and

2

3

4

5

Parking

Item

No.

Item

No.

Item

16

Abattoirs

31

National School

46

Postal services

32

County School

47

17

Water and Sanitation

18

Street Lighting

19

Outdoor Advertising

20

Cemeteries
6

No.

and

Crematoria

21

Refuse
Collection
Solid

waste

management
Air noise
Child

Care

Facilities
Pre-Primary
Education

33

Municipal
Stadium

48

National

TV

station
National Radio
Station
Regional Radio

34

Stadium

49

35

Airport

50

36

Airstrip

51

Casinos

37

National Theatre

52

Funeral Parlor

38

Theatre

53

Cemetery

39

Library Service

54

Station
Community
Radio

Local
Public Transport

22

7

8

9

10

11

Roads
Libraries

23

Storm Drainage

24

Ambulance Services

25

Heath Facilities

26

Fire
12

Distributor

Fighting

and

Disaster Management

27

Conference
Facilities
Community
Centres
Hotel
Homestays
Guest Houses
County
Hospital

40

28

13
14

University

Financial Hub

56

42

Museum

57

43

Campuses
Sports and Cultural

29

Polytechnic

Seat

55

41

Constituent
Control of Drugs

Administrative

44

Historical
Monument
Fire Station

58

59

Recreational
Parks
Management of
Markets
Marine

Water

front
Animal control
and welfare
Religious
Institution
Organized

Activities

Public Transport

Electricity and Gas
15

Reticulation

30

Training
Institution

45

Emergency
Preparedness

Source: The Urban Areas and Cities Act

6. Criteria for establishment of Municipalities as per Section 9 of the Urban Areas and
Cities Act
6.1

Criteria 1: Population Threshold for the Karuri Municipality

According to the Urban Areas and Cities Act, a town is eligible for conferment of a
municipal status if the town satisfies criteria of a population of at least between 70,000 and
249,000 residents based on the final report gazetted by Kenya National Bureau of Statistics
(KNBS). According to the 2009 Population and Housing Census, the Karuri Municipality
had a population of 150,907 in 2009. The municipality is projected to have an estimated
population of 203,889 in 2018 and 233,065 in 2022 using a growth rate of 3.4 percent per
annum as stipulated in the National Spatial Plan (NSP). Table 1 below gives the population
figures for the Karuri Municipality based on 2009 National census, as well as projections for
2013, 2018 and 2022.

Table 3: Population Projections for Karuri Municipality
WARD

Cianda

MALE

FEMALE

2009

2013

2018

2022

Census

(Projections)

(Projections)

(Projections)

7,539

7,580

15,119

17,282

20,427

23,350

17,430

18,140

35,570

40,660

48,058

54,935

11,522

12,141

23,663

27,049

31,971

36,546

13,747

13,741

27,488

31,421

37,139

42,453

25,060

24,007

49,067

56,088

66,294

75,780

75,298

75,609

150,907

172,501

203,889

233,065

Ward
Karuri
Ward
Ndenderu
Ward
Muchatha
Ward
Kihara
Ward
Total

Source: Kenya National Bureau of Statistics

Table 4: Population Distribution and Density for Karuri Municipality
2009

Density

2013

2

1,979

2015

2

(km )
150,907

Density

2,153

2018

2

(km )
157,811

Density

(km2)

(km )
171,691

2,342

Density

203,889

2,478

Source: Kenya National Bureau of Statistics

The 2018 population of 203,889 residents falls in the category of the Urban Areas and Cities
Act population for a Municipality which should be 70,000 to 249,000 residents.

Map 3: Map on the population distribution for the Municipality

Source: National Housing and Population Census, 2009

6.2

Criteria 2: Integrated Strategic Urban Development Plans (ISUDPs)

It is a requirement that any physical planning works being undertaken must be guided by all the
existing laws and regulations including The Constitution of Kenya 2010, The Physical Planning Act
Cap 286, The County Governments Act No. 17 of 2012, The Urban Areas and Cities Act No. 13 of
2011 among others.
The promulgation of the Kenya Constitution 2010 marked a new dawn for the country in all aspects
including planning and use of land and all resources on it. It is the supreme law and it guarantees
fundamental rights and freedoms of the citizens. The Constitution lays a foundation for Kenya’s
planning practices from preparation to implementation. Planning has been fully entrenched in the
Constitution specifically, Chapter 4 on Bill of Rights, Chapter 5 on Land and Environment and
Chapter 11 on Devolved Government.
Enacted in 1996, The Physical Planning Act aims at developing a sound spatial framework for coexistence, through plan proposals that enhance and promote integrated spatial/ physical development
of socio-economic activities. Section 29 Physical Planning Act provides that each local authority shall
have power to prohibit or control the use and development of land and buildings in the interest of
proper and orderly development of its area and to consider and approve all development applications
and grant all development permissions.
The County Government Act guides governance, planning and development of Counties. Section 104
of the Act requires that every County Government prepares Planning frameworks that should form the
basis for appropriation of public funds. The Planning framework shall be developed by the County
Executive Committee and approved by the County Assembly. The County Planning framework is
required to integrate economic, physical, social, environmental and spatial planning for the county as
stipulated in Sections 102 to Section 115 of the Act. The Draft County Spatial Plan provides a basis
for preparation of Integrated Strategic Urban Development Plans for all towns and urban areas within
the jurisdiction of the County.

The Urban Ares and Cities Act was formulated in pursuit of Article 184 of the Constitution to
provide for the classification, governance and management of urban areas and cities; to
provide for the criteria of establishing urban areas, to provide for the principle of governance
and participation of residents and for connected purposes. Part V of this act provides for
preparation of Integrated Development Plans for the municipalities and towns. Further the act
provides for preparation of development plans for all the urban areas established under the
Act. The Integrated Urban Development Plans shall bind, guide and inform all planning
development and decisions and ensure comprehensive inclusion of all functions. Further,
lower level urban plans shall be prepared for any settlement within the County with a

population threshold of 2,000. It is worth noting that the Urban Area Integrated Development
Plan must be aligned to the development plans and strategies of the County Government.
The process of preparing the Integrated Strategic Urban Development Plan (ISUDP) for
Karuri is ongoing under the auspice of the Nairobi Metropoliotan Services Improvement
Programme (NaMSIP). The programme is funded by the World Bank, through the Ministry
of Transport, Infrastructure, Housing& Urban Development, in a bid to improve services in
the urban areas falling within the Nairobi Metropolitan Region (NMR). The main objective of
the project is to strengthen urban services and infrastructure in the Nairobi metropolitan
region. Other objectives are;
1. To determine the boundaries of the planning area considering projected requirements
for urban land within the plan period;
2. To analyze demographic changes in the last ten years and those expected over the life
of the plan, and how these relate to economic changes, welfare and administrative
shifts;
3. To identify development constraints, potentials and challenges of the planning area
(social, economic, infrastructure and environmental profiling) and propose strategies
to address them;
4. To identify environmental issues and propose strategies for effective environmental
management including, amongst others, climate change adaptation and disaster risk
reduction and management measures;
5. To allocate sufficient space for various land uses, including recreation and open
spaces, to ensure efficient function and convenience of users and accommodate
future growth;
6. To uphold innovative civic and urban design that enhances the character and form of
the planning area;
7. To provide a basis for development control and investment decisions; and
8. To develop a plan implementation and monitoring framework.

Table 5: The boundaries of the planning area for Karuri ISUDP
Ward
Karuri
Muchatha

Sub-location
Kiambaa
Njiku
Karuri
Gathanga
Muchatha

Ndenderu

Kihara

Njoro
Ndenderu
Karura
Wangunyu
Ruaka
Mahindi
Kihara
Gachie

6.3

Criteria 3: Demonstrable Revenue collection Potential

6.4

Criteria 4: Capacity to generate sufficient revenue to sustain its operations

Table 6: Cumulative Revenue Per Management Units For Fy-2014/2015 To 2017/2018 And
Projections For 2018/2019 For Karuri
Projections
Management Unit Description

2014/2015

2015/2016

2016/2017

2017/2018

2018/2019

Agriculture Livestock & Fisheries Management Unit

Agricultural Services

131,456.01

1,366,999.00

6,383,992.00

3,395,691.00

3,735,260.10

Physical Planning Management Unit
Fees for Evaluation of Building plans
and permits

10,866,071.75

21,271,189.00

10,517,549.00

4,268,832.00

4,695,715.20

Fees for physical planning services

4,578,173.37

8,962,134.00

5,847,595.00

2,890,356.00

3,179,391.60

Enforcement and Occupation permits

3,040,235.60

5,951,500.00

4,345,850.00

1,645,500.00

1,810,050.00

Outdoor Advertisement and Signages

1,697,214.14

3,322,430.00

8,945,102.00

3,050,711.00

3,355,782.10

Registration fees

660,668.25

1,293,310.00

968,409.00

533,684.00

587,052.40

Fees for land Surveying

5,619.19

11,000.00

218,000.00

228,000.00

250,800.00

1,000.00

1,100.00

-

-

6,558,648.00

7,214,512.80

-

-

1,964,787.00

2,161,265.70

-

-

19,500.00

21,450.00

-

-

Fees for construction inspection,

Fees for Land Valuation services Land
Rates and Property mngt

-

7,000.00

Estate & Property Development Services

-

-

Business Permit Management Unit

Business Permit

20,270,073.77

General Charges for Non Annual Traders

18,527,573.00

14,175,592.00

500.00

-

Cess Management Unit

Quarry Cess

Livestock Cess

Goods transportation charges

65,732.10

2,160.21

50,404.89

63,900.00

116,950.00

2,100.00

-

49,000.00

80,100.00

13,000.00

5,000.00

Education Culture ICT & Social
Services Unit
Registration of self help groups and
education institutions

15,249.14

Health Services Management Unit
Public Health

3,597,895.36

3,815,406.00

3,279,625.00

1,971,500.00

2,168,650.00

18,663,572.4
Hospitals

30,948,244.28

Health management services

NHIF

206,288.29

28,210,558.00

23,818,770.00

188,040.00

16,966,884.00

0

6,000.00

-

-

1,446,092.00

-

-

-

-

150,000.00

165,000.00

8,038,518.54

7,327,430.00

Stalls/Shops

91,971.26

19,000.00

County Rental Housing Property

1,292,438.17

267,000.00

3,800,451.89

5,621,243.00

5,564,706.00

3,525,543.00

3,878,097.30

4,781,398.00

2,360,858.00

70,130.00

77,143.00

562,820.00

619,102.00

Housing Management Unit

-

306,000.00

Land Rates Management Unit

Property Rate Charges
Market Management Unit

Market Charges

5,486,837.29

Others

General Charges

646,852.70

760,540.00

684,200.00

Impounding and demurrage charges

126,727.13

149,000.00

76,500.00

-

-

Withdrawal of Court bond

83,861.04

98,600.00

75,400.00

-

-

36,000.00

39,600.00

Administration and Public Service

9,000.00

Insurance Compensation

-

-

Loan Mortgage Interest

Others

-

-

-

-

-

-

930,500.00

1,023,550.00

-

-

Fire fighting and other services

1,241,909.70

2,880,580.00

Public works and utility charges

-

-

-

-

-

Hire of county grounds or halls

2,586.79

6,000.00

-

-

-

Stadium hire

-

-

-

-

-

Roads Transport Public Works
Management Unit

2,580,300.00

Fees for Tender Forms and Quantity
Survey Services for Public Works

-

-

Infrastructure Maintenance Fees

-

-

Slaughter House Management Unit

Slaughter house fees

66,655.71

113,500.00

14,750.00

5,300.00

5,830.00

359,422.00

4,500.00

4,950.00

Trade Tourism Industry &
Cooperatives Unit

Fees for Co-operative services

147,311.34

366,321.00

Wayleave Charges and Rent

-

-

8,000.00

-

-

14 Falls Charges

-

-

-

-

-

Weights and Measures

-

-

-

-

-

Betting and Control

-

-

-

-

-

AMS Ruiru

-

-

-

-

-

3,500.00

-

-

-

Other Charges

1,407.48

-

Vehicle Parking Management Unit
Vehicle parking charges (daily, monthly
& annual)

15,946,975.02

16,596,220.00

Solid Waste Management Charges

4,054,099.26

3,356,246.00

Solid Waste Management Services

72,475.60

60,000.00

Environental Management Services Fees

37,204.14

30,800.00

Conservancy

7,247.56

6,000.00

Pollution

8,455.49

7,000.00

3,667,826.60

5,979,000.00
70,000.00

13,590,320.00

7,282,470.00

8,010,717.00

1,294,800.00

1,424,280.00

145,750.00

93,000.00

102,300.00

63,400.00

28,600.00

31,460.00

-

-

-

-

6,720,000.00

144,000.00

158,400.00

3,000.00

8,300.00

9,130.00

Water Environment & Natural
Resources Management Unit
2,819,992.00

-

Liqour Licences Management Unit

Alcohol licence fees
Direct Transfers

Source: Department of Finance, ICT and Economic planning

6.5

Criteria 5: Provision of essential services as per Schedule 1 of the Urban Areas
and Cities Act 2011.

6.5.1 Planning and Development control
The municipality falls within the existing boundaries of Kiambaa Sub County which has an
existing planning and development control office under the Department of Lands, Housing,
Physical and Urban Development. In addition, Karuri was previously a Town Council which
had various departments such as Department of Planning and Development Control which
carried out all the planning mandates for the Council. Thus, the Municipality under the
supervision of the mother department at the headquarters shall be in charge of all the
planning matters. In addition, the municipality shall be allocated enough staff to undertake
these functions. The planning and development section will be charged with the
responsibility of undertaking all planning related matters for the Sub County. The section is
mandated to receive, vet, approve or decline development applications for any development
being undertaken within the Sub County. Further, the section is mandated to develop and
implement development policies and regulations for all the zones within the Sub County
boundaries. Moreover, the section advises members of the public on all physical planning and
development matters. Finally, the section enforces development regulations within the Sub
County boundary to ensure full compliance. The department has adequate technical staff that
carry out routine monitoring and evaluation of ongoing developments. At the moment the
department undertakes about 50% of planning and development control, however, this is
expected to rise to 80% enforcement by the year 2022. There exists two department vehicles
that serve the entire Kiambu county. Therefore there’s need to get more vehicles that will be
adequate for planning enforcement.
Figure 4 shows the development applications approved for the sub county since the adoption
of the Electronic Development Applications Management System (e-DAMs) in 2017.

Figure 4: Development Applications Approved for 2017 and 2018 Percentage

Development Applications Approved for 2017
and 2018 Percentage
0.50%
0.99%

1.98% 0.99%
1.98%

1.49%

7.43%
36.14%
48.51%

Subdivisions

Single dwellings Approvals

Change of users

Architectural Approvals

Regularization of Change of Users

Regularization of Architecturals

Extension of Users

Boundary Walls Approvals

Amendement of Architecturals

Source: Department of Lands, Housing, physical planning and urban development.

6.5.2 Physical Infrastructure
The existence of high-quality infrastructure is critical in ensuring efficient functioning of the
economy of any urban environment; it is an important factor in determining the location of
economic activities and sectors that can foster development in an economy. This is key in
attracting investors and hence boosting economic and development growth. Both social and
physical infrastructure contribute highly to improving the living standards of the populace
such as literacy levels and social welfare. Private firms cannot operate efficiently in an
economy where there is poor transport and communication infrastructure, insufficient power
supply, inadequate water supply etc.

6.5.2.1 Roads, parking facilities, and public transport.
The Karuri Municipality has good road accessibility to the city of Nairobi and to Limuru and
Ruiru towns. It is directly linked to the City of Nairobi to the East and Ruiru town to the
North by the Northern By-pass Road. It is also linked to Limuru town at the West by two
major roads, namely Limuru Road and Banana-Hill Raini Road.

Road is the only mode of transport in Karuri.
Although road conditions are poor, Karuri is
well connected to the neighbouring towns
such as Limuru (Limuru road and RainiTigoni-Limuru

Road),

Kikuyu

(Karuri-

Ndenderu road and Ndenderu-Gitaru road),
Kiambu road (via Banana Raini road), Ruiru
(via Northern Bypass), Kanunga, Ruaka, and
Gachie. The municipality is at the cross
roads to Kiambu, Limuru, Nairobi, and

Figure 29: Regional Road Connectivity of Karuri

Karuri, which makes it one of the highly accessible towns in the Nairobi Metropolitan
Region. The main roads providing inter and intra-connectivity in Karuri are listed in the table
below.
Table 7: Main Roads in Karuri
No.

Road Name

Link

Length
within the
planning
area (km)
30

Paved

Surface
type

Condition

ADT Volumes
(Both directions)
NMT

MT

5,141

6,122

-

-

1

Banana-Raini
Road(D407)

Ruaka to Kiambu
through Karuri and
Raini.

2

Kigwaru-Gathanga
Road

4

Gravel

3

MuchathaGathanga Road
(E1519)

4

Gravel

poor

-

-

4

Mombasa road

Kigwaru (along Banana
Raini road) to
Gathanga shopping
Centre
Muchatha to Gathanga
shopping Centre and
finally connects to
Kiambu road.
Mombasa bus stop to
the Police Station

Fair to poor
(presence of
many
potholes);
Fair to poor

2

Gravel

-

-

5

Karuri-KiambaKanunga Road

Karuri to Kanunga
through Kiambaa

6

Paved

2,838

4,736

6

Four RoadGathanga Road

Kiambaa to Gathanga

3

-

-

7

Kiambaa Shopping
Centre road

Kiambaa to BananaRaini road

5

-The road
is being
upgraded
to gravel
standards
Gravel

Fair to poor
(poorest
during rainy
seasons)
Very poor
(bitumen is
completely
worn out)
Ranges from
fair to poor

-

-

8

Rudi
Mashambani/Naza

Raini to Nazarene
hospital road

5

Paved

-

-

Fair to bad
(during rainy
seasons)
Good

No.

9

Road Name
rene hospital road
Police Station road

Link

Length
within the
planning
area (km)

Surface
type

Condition

ADT Volumes
(Both directions)
NMT

MT

Karuri-Ndenderu road
to the Police Station
Karuri to Ndenderu

3

Paved

Good

-

-

10

Paved

good

7355

11, 035

Muthurwa to Njiku

4

Paved

-

Njoro-Muchatha
road
Ndenderu-Gitaru
road (C63)
Karura- Wangunyu
road
Karura KanyuguKiahara road(E425)
Kihara Hospital
road
Gachie-Gacharage
road
Redhill Road

Njoro to Muchatha then
Ruaka
Ndenderu to Gitaru
through Wangige
Karura-WangunyuGacii.
Karura KanyunguKihara-Gacii
E425-Kihara HospitalE425(loop)
Gachie to Limuru road
(at Gacharage)
Gigiri to Gachie

6

Gravel

poorbitumen is
completely
worn out
Fair

10

Paved

15

19

Ruaka River road
(E1517)

20
21

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Karuri-Ndenderu
road
Muthurwa-Njoro
road

-

-

-

Fair

-

-

Gravel

Poor

-

-

25

Paved

Fair

-

-

2.5

Paved

-

-

7

Paved

Fair (has
potholes)
Fair

-

-

5

Paved

-

-

Gacharage road to
Limuru road

3

Gravel

-

-

Limuru road

Nairobi-RuakaNdenderu-A104.

15

Paved

5,060

9,933

Northern Bypass

Ruaka to Eastern
Bypass

5

Paved

Fair (has
potholes)
Fair to poor
(especially
during rainy
season)
Fair (has
potholes in
some areas)
Good

-

-

Figure 5: Karuri-Kiambaa-Kanunga Road

Banana-Raini road
Karuri-Kiambaa-Kanunga Road
Source: Karuri ISUDP Draft preliminary report

Figure 6: State of roads in other parts of Karuri.

Wangige-Ndenderu Road

Source: Field Survey, May 2018.
There is a foot path in good condition from the bus park to Karuri Primary School. However,
the municipality requires more NMT facilities to encourage walking and cycling.
Public transport is provided by matatus, motorcycle and taxis. The SACCOs ensure smooth
running of the public transport, instil discipline and ensure safety and efficiency in
transportation. The main routes that matatus ply are:


Town-Karuri



Karuri-Ndenderu






Raini-Limuru
Ruaka-Ruiru
Ruaka-Limuru
Karuri-Kiambu

There is need to invest in more bus parks as there is only one Bus Park in Karuri
municipality. It is small and congested with only 25 parking spaces. This causes traffic
congestion along the Banana – Raini Road as matatus wait to enter and exit the bus park.
Most of the PSVs therefore do not pick passengers from the bus park. Instead, they choose to
only pass through the bus park, drop passengers and exit.
Motorcycle taxis and taxis ply all the routes depending on the passengers’ destination.
The streets are over-crowded with parked vehicles, especially the Banana – Raini road,
Limuru road, Karuri-Ndenderu road and Kiambaa road. Banana road has approximately 71
parking spaces. For the better part of the day, the lots are fully occupied and even experience
double parking as demand exceeds supply by over 200%.
There are freight vehicles in different sections of the municipality. Along the NdenderuGitaru road, there are vehicles ferrying quarry materials whereas in the rest of the roads, there
are commercial goods vehicles ferrying goods to various destinations.
The municipality is one of the areas where the Regional Orbital (road and rail) in the
Nairobi Metropolitan Region will pass through. According to the Spatial Planning Concept,
the Regional Orbital will inter-connect the regional urban centres and promote direct
accessibility and flow amongst them without the necessity to pass through Nairobi City.
Karuri Municipality will be connected to Kikuyu on the A104 Northern Corridor road to the
south-west, and to Kiambu, and Ruiru (A2 road) on the north-east. It is that the Regional
Orbital should have a road reserve of at least 110m to accommodate greenery areas, dual
carriageway roads, and two railway lines.
Karuri municipality will be connected to Nairobi CBD and Limuru town through the radial
link consisting of the D407 and C62 roads. The radial road link will be high speed and high
capacity road with a road reserve of at least 80m to accommodate mass rapid transit services
and high occupancy vehicles. This link should be served by a Bus Rapid Transit system up to
Ruaka/Northern Bypass, and buses in mixed traffic between Ruaka, through Karuri to
Limuru.

Figure 7: Transport Network for NMR, 2030

Source: Karuri ISUDP Draft preliminary report

This link could in future be upgraded to a rail-based mass rapid transit system should traffic
increase. The C62 road from Ruaka to Limuru (A104 road) should in future be used for long
distance traffic (high speed) to Mai Mahiu, Naivasha and Nakuru. Several roads, such as the
roads to Gathanga, Ruaka River, Njiko, Muthurwa and Kiambaa shopping centre road, are
already being upgraded to gravel standards.

Figure 8: Transport infrastructure within the Karuri Municipality

Source: department of Roads, Transport, Public Works and Utility Services

6.5.2.2 Electricity, Reticulation and Street Lighting.
The main sources of energy used in the municipality of Karuri are:
Table3: Main Sources of Energy
Cooking
Lighting
Gas
Electricity
Charcoal
Generator
Firewood
Kerosene
Source: Karuri ISUDP Draft preliminary report

Electricity provided by KPLC is the main source of energy reaching about 85% of its
population. The municipality has a sub-station along the C63(Limuru Road) road at
Ndenderu, Gachie and Banana. The Directorate of Public Works and Utility services had, by
the FY2016/2017, installed flood masts as follows:
 1masts of 30M high,
 1masts of 20M high
 16 masts of 15M high
Kenya Power has also played a key role in providing 9 other street lighting masts which are
30M high.
Figure 9: KPLC substation at Gachie; and electricity connections within Gachie

Source: Field Survey, May 2018.

Figure 10: Electricity Distribution including power reticulation, transformers and
floodlights within the Municipality

Source: department of Roads, Transport, Public Works and Utility Services

6.5.2.3 Fire fighting and Disaster Management.
Fourth schedule, Part 2 of the Constitution of Kenya, stipulates that the County Government
should provide for Firefighting and disaster management services to its residents. In
December 2013 Kiambu County Emergency Fund Act was enacted. The purpose of the fund
is to enable payments to be made in respect of a County when an urgent and unforeseen need
for expenditure arises for which there is no specific legislative authority and it is for public
interest. This payment may be necessary to alleviate the damage, loss, hardship or suffering
which may be directly caused by unforeseen event.
The Directorate of Public Works and Utilities has put in place measures for emergency fires
and accident in the fire and rescue section. There are plans underway to build capacity within
the township to ensure timely fire response. There is one fire station located in the

municipality which is operational throughout. This station is well staffed with ten employees.
Other achievements of the fire and rescue department include: reduction of emergency
response time, fire safety and audit, training of fire officers and installation of fire hydrants.

6.5.2.4 Storm Water Facilities
In the Fourth schedule, Part 2 of the Constitution of Kenya 2010, the County Government is
mandated to provide County public works and services including water and sanitation
services, and storm water drainage. Urban storm water management is becoming increasingly
important for towns especially in developing countries. Storm water is all the water that runs
off the land after a rainfall or snowmelt incident. This is a natural process but in urban areas,
proper infrastructure needs to be put in place. Storm water management in Kiambu’s urban
areas is important as it controls flooding and erosion, thus replenishing flows into streams
and rivers.
The extent of storm water drainage becomes particularly apparent when there is heavy
rainfall that floods settlements situated in the lowest parts of urban areas thereby causing
infrastructure damage.
There is an existing common drainage system which drains the area through Kihara Drain.
Karuri is well facilitated with storm water drains in major centres such as Ruaka, Muchatha
and Banana. developments in Karuri should be designed to provide for internal drains to
collect the surface run-off and safely dispose to the area drainage system. The County
Government through the Directorate of Public
Works and Utility Services, enhances proper maintenance of all storm water drainage
facilities.
Figure 11: Storm drainage infrastructure in Karuri.

Source: Field Survey, May 2018.

6.5.2.5 Water and Sewer Facilities
The County Government through the Water and Sanitation Services Act 2015 (Amended in
2018) provides for development, regulation and management of county public works related
to Water and Sanitation Services, Storm Water Management Systems and Water
Conservation. The objects of the Act provide for a legal framework for implementation of
Sections 10 (a) and 11 of Part 2 of the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of Kenya 2010
and Article 43 (1) (b) and (d) in a bid to; ensure equitable and continuous access to clean
water, promote water conservation, provide for the development and management of County
water services and public works, provide for regulation of County Water and Sanitation,
ensure effective and efficient provision of Water and Sanitation Services, promote effective
and efficient management of storm water in built up areas, enhance sustainable management
of water resources and promote water and soil conservation.
The main sources of water in Karuri are:


Underground water (Boreholes) supplying 1,667m3/day



NCWSC from Sasumua pipeline and provided by Kiambu Water and Sewerage
Company) supplying 1,100m3/day; and,



Rain water

According to the county department of water and sanitation, the Karuri municipality has a
population of 147,440 of which only a population of 73,423 is served by the Kiambu water
and sewerage company. There are 5,461 connections of which 5001 are active. The total
production capacity of the present sources is 1199 m3/day. The year 2035 water demand for
Karuri Area is estimated at 28,566m3/day. The future source to augment the present sources

and meet the ultimate water demand for Karuri Area is Ruiru 2 Dam with a capacity of
13.2Mm3 to supply 39,744m3/day.
Other sources of water are through Community Water Projects, private boreholes and water
vendors.
Kiambu Water and Sewerage Company is expected to be more efficient in water services
provision to mitigate waste water disposal challenges. The County Government of Kiambu
has engaged the services of technical experts to design for the construction of a sewer line to
serve Karuri town. The sewerage collection and conveyance system has been designed for to
carry sewage mainly composed of:
a)

Domestic wastewater (includes residential, commercial and institutional wastewater),

b)

Industrial wastewater, and

c)

Unauthorized but unavoidable groundwater infiltration and storm water inflows.

The treatment works has been designed to deal with medium strength sewage with industrial
wastewater expected to be pre-treated before draining to the system.
6.5.2.6 Postal Services
The Karuri Municipality is served by Karuri post office. However with the increased use of
technology, the use of postal services has declined and there is increased use of internet and
courier services
6.5.3 Social Infrastructures
6.5.3.1 Healthcare facilities, Ambulance services, Cemeteries and related Services
The Fourth Schedule, Part 2, of the constitution of Kenya, 2010 mandated the County
Government to provide health care services. The facilities include: management of public
hospitals, ambulance services, promotion of primary health care, licensing and control of
undertakings that sell food to the public, veterinary services (which excludes regulation of the
profession), cemeteries, funeral parlours and crematoria. These services are well provided for
in the Karuri Municipality, through the County Department of Health Services. The health
care facilities in the Karuri Municipality comprises of dispensaries, private clinics, Health
Centres, Nursing Homes and Dispensaries. Kihara Level 4 and Karuri Level 4 Hospitals are
the major healthcare facilities managed by the County Government. Nazareth Hospital is the
main private owned healthcare facility in the municipality. The facilities are staffed by
nurses, clinical officers, pharmaceutical technologists, drivers, public health officers, medical
technologists, nutritionists among others. The Health Services department ensures that
services are of quality and accessible to every resident.

Figure 12:presence of health facilities in Karuri

Source: Field Survey, May 2018

Table 8 gives a summary of health facilities in the municipality.

Table 8: Summary of Health Facilities in the Karuri Municipality
FACILITY
Kihara level 4 Hospital
Karuri level 4 Hospital
Kasphat Dispensary
Cianda Dispensary
Muchatha Dispensary
Gathanga Health Centre
Ndenderu Dispensary
Nazareth Hospital
Source:County Department of Health

LEVEL
IV
IV
II
II
II
III
II
Private

The Municipality has 2 ambulances from the County Government Kihara Level IV & Karuri
Level IV Hospitals. Private hospitals in the urban area provide additional ambulance services.
In 2017, The County Government signed an MOU with Nazareth Hospital to provide medical
services to the residents of the Municipality at negotiated terms. As recorded by the County
Department of Health Services in 2018, there are 8 cemeteries and burial grounds in the
municipality.

Figure 13: Ambulance services in Karuri

Source: Field Survey, May 2018

Map 4: Healthcare facilities in the Karuri Municipality

Source: Ministry of health

6.5.4 Education Facilities
Access to affordable, accessible and high quality education provision childcare (preschool
and school age) can play a significant role in children’s development and positively influence
school-readiness, future educational attainment, economic participation and health. Universal,

high-quality education and care, not only benefits the whole population but can particularly
benefit children from the most disadvantaged backgrounds.
Karuri Sub-County has a well facilitated network of ECD’s, Primary and Secondary Schools.
There are several Non Formal schools in the area since Karuri is an informal urban
settlement. They serve as an alternative mode of primary education therefore children whose
parents earn low income are able to access education. There are two Vocational Education
Training Centres, Ndenderu & Sacred Heart Domestic Science Training Centre.
Figure 14: Presence of Educational centres in Karuri

Source: Field Survey, May 2018

Table 9: ECD INSTITUTIONS IN KARURI
NAME OF THE SCHOOL
Mavichjunior Academy
St Ruth Aca
Nyota Nur
St Munga Peter Hill Nur Sch
Good Hope Nur Sch
St Michael Ecd Sch
Rising Star Ecd
Rising Star
Isana Nur Sch
Magluta Nur Sch
Angelic Preparatory Nur Sch
Early Learners Nursery
Windsong Cottage Nur Sch
Faith Jnr Academy Ecd
Kihara Aipca Nur Sch
Vision Center Aca

NAME OF THE SCHOOL
The Junior Shelter Ecd
Lower Kihara Nur Sch
Juvya Jnr Aca
Ack Kihara Nur Sch
Kidlover Nur Sch
Gacharage Nur Sch
Karura Nursery
Karura Nur Sch
Wangunyu Nur Sch
Ndenderu Ecd
Little Angels Nur Sch
Mayuyu Nur Centre
Gathaga Nur Sch
Waguthu Nur Sch
Muchatha Nur Sch
Njenga Karume Nursery

Joy Nur Sch
High Hope Nur
Justice Aca
Wisdom Pot Nur Sch
Glory Land Nur Sch
St Phillips Academy
Morning Star
Waka Academy Ecd
Moni Junior Academy Ecd
Simmoga Valley Nursery
Best Star Nur Sch
Red Apple Junior Ecd Sch
Groove Kindergatten
Banita Jnr Sch
Winafuraha Ecd Sch
Rwaka Nur Sch
Sifa Sch
Young Learners
Juwawa Aca
Sunrise Nur Sch
Blessed Preparatory Aca
Kingsmead Jnr Aca
South Muchatha Ecd Jnr Academy
Njambi Academy
Rosa Aca
Motherland Preparatory Sch
Shade Nur Sch
Excel Academy
Aloe Vera Prep Sch
Blessed Alpha Academy Ecd
St Peters Nur Sch
Ack St Pauls Njoro Academy
Sunshine Nur Sch
Chantilly Kindergaten
Kings Crown Christian Academy
Starrwa Academy
Behold Junior Aca
Joystar Jnr Academy
Loiswell Kindergatten
St Josephs Nur Sch Gathanga
Sacred Heart Nur Sch
Grandia Jnr Aca
Baby Day Out Nursery Sch
Karuri Msingi Bora Academy
Farma Nursery Sch
Goodway Academy
Rosiana Nur Sch
St Joseph Richetti
Step One Ecd
Ack Waguthu

Thimbigua Ecd Center
Karuri Nursery
Kingothua Nursery Sch
Kibubuti Ecd Center
Njenga Karume Nursery

Outreach Nur Sch
Upper Hill Academy
Furaha Assemblies Nur
Young Victors Academy Ecd
Kiambaa Bright Junior Academy Goodwill Nursery Sch
Kiambaa Nursery Sch
Mugumoini Nursery Sch
Hilton Njoroge Nursery Sch
Cianda Preparatory Sch
Eliza Jnr Academy
Karen Academy
St Patrick Raini
Juction Junior Sch Nduota Ecd
Westend Ville Nur Sch
Better Future Nursery Sch
Mary Times Ecd
Sacred Heart (Kawaida) Ecd
Aic Kawaida Ecd
St Peter And Anthony
Good Sherphered Ecd
Gatatha Estate Nursery
Table 10: PRIMARY INSTITUTIONS IN KARURI

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

PUBLIC
NAME OF THE SCHO
Lower Kihara Primary
Stephen Kamuiru Pri
Gachie Academy
Kihara Pri Sch
Gacharage Pri Sch
Mukui Primary
Wangunyu Pri Sch
Muya Pri Sch
Ndenderu Pri Sch
Mayuyu Primary Sch
Muongoiya Pri Sch
Waguthu Pri Sch
Mucatha Pri Sch
Thimbigua Pri Sch
Kibathi Pri Sch
Muthurwa Pri Sch
Karuri Pri Sch
King' Othua Pri Sch
Kiambaa Pri Special Un
Kiambaa Pri Sch
Kibubuti
Kawaida Pri Sch

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

PRIVATE
NAME OF THE SCHOOL
Mavich Primary Sch
St Ruth Aca
Nyota Pri Sch
St Michael Pri Sch
Goodhope Pri Sch
Isana Pri
Malguta Academy
Angelic Preparatory
St Munga Pri Sch
Winsong Cottage Pri Sch
Faith Jnr Academy Pri Sch
Early Lerners Primary
Juvya Jnr Aca
Wisdom Pot Sch
St Phillips Kihara Academy
Glory Land Academy
Waka Academy Pri
Moni-Junior Pri Sch
Simmoga Valley Primary Sch
Red Apple Academy
Winafuraha Pri Sch
Sifa Pri Sch

23 Njenga Karume Prim
24 Gatatha Pri Sch

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

Juwawa Pri Sch
Blessed Aca
Kingsmead Jnr Aca
South Mucatha Primary Jnr Acad
Njambi Academy
Ack St Pauls Njoro Academy
Rosa Joy Aca
Aloe Vera Pri Sch
Chantilly Pri Sch
Starwa Academy
Karuri Msingi Bora Primary
Karuri Msingi Bora Academy
Karuri Msingi Bora Academy
St Joseph Richetti Pri Sch
Upper Hill Academy
Young Victors Academy
Kiambaa Bright Star Jnr Academy
St Anne Jnr Academy
Mugumoini Jnr Academy
Kiambu Hilcrest Pri Academy
Karen Acdademy Pri Sch
Cianda Pri Sch
Westend Valley Academy
Mary Times Pri Sch
St Peter And Anthony Academy
Good Sherphered Pri Sch

Table 11:NON-FORMAL SCHOOLS
PRIVATE
Better Future Education Center Sec
New Life Center
Rehoboath Community Center
Great Vision High School

PUBLIC
1 Gachie High Mark Education Cent
2 Granden Education Center
3 Karume Hope Education Centre

Table 12: SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN KARURI MUNICIPALITY
PUBLIC
NAME OF THE SCHOOL
1 Gachie High Sch
2 Ack Kihara Sec Sch
3 Gacharage High Sch
4 Wangunyu Sec Sch
5 Muongoiya Sec Sch
6 St Joseph High Gathanga Sch
7 Muthurwa Sec School
8 Karuri High Sch
9 Senior Chief Koinange High Sch
10 Mary Hill Victory Education Centre
11 Cianda High Sch
Source: County Director of Education, Kiambu Office

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

PRIVATE
NAME OF THE SCHOOL
St Peters High Sch
Proffesor Muiga Academy
St Mark High Sch
Mugumoini Sec Sch
Blue Nile High Sch
Fountain Ville Education Center
Banana Hill Sec Sch

Map 5: Map of the Education facilities within the Karuri Municipality

Source: Ministry of Education

6.5.5 Financial infrastructure
There is a network of commercial banks and Sacco’s which makes Karuri municipality a
financial hub. These banks include Equity Bank, Co-operative Bank, KCB, Family bank,
KWFT, and a network of Sacco’s and other Non-Banking Financial Institutions (NBFIS).
Figure 15: Financial institutions in Karuri municipality

Source: Field Survey, May 2018
6.5.6 Recreational and Sporting facilities
The Karuri municipality has conference facilities provided by hotels such as Mayweather
Suites, Limuru Road Express Hotel, and Sahara West park among others. Karuri residents
enjoy close proximity to Rwo-Rivers Mall and The Village market for fun and leisure. Karuri
Municipal Stadium provides a venue for sporting activities such as football, athletics,

tournaments, cycling and Martial Arts for the residents and schools sports activities. Further
the municipality has a Community Centre for its residents.
Figure 16: Karuri Primary Stadium in Banana

Source: Field Survey, May 2018

6.5.7 Religious facilities
The municipality has a rich religious background evidenced by the presence of religious
centres such as churches and mosques.
Figure 17: presence of religious facilities

Source: Field Survey, May 2018.

6.5.8 Control of Drugs, Policing and Enforcement
The County Assembly of Kiambu, through Kiambu County Alcoholic Drinks Control Act
2018, established a framework for licensing and regulation of production, sale, distribution,
consumption and outdoor advertising of alcoholic drinks. The Act established a Directorate
whose functions are to coordinate the establishment, implementation and operations of
alcohol treatment and rehabilitation facilities and programmes. Section 5 (2) (e) of the Act
mandates them to undertake research on alcohol related matters and disseminate findings.
Further, the third Schedule of the Act outlines Licence Fees to be paid by bar owners.
The Karuri Municipality works closely with the security agencies, National Campaign on
Drugs and Substance Abuse (NACADA) and other Non- Governmental Organisations
(NGOs) to ensure enforcement of laws concerning prevention of sale and rehabilitation of
users of drugs and substances.
On policing, the municipality hosts Karuri police stations supported by 6 other patrol bases,
all under the National Police Service. Moreover, private security firms provide additional
response to security emergencies with companies like BM Security Firm, G4S, KK Security
Services outsourced by private companies and residents.
6.5.9 Abattoirs
Abattoirs are governed by the Kiambu Abattoirs Act of 2015 where the establishment,
operations and regulation of abattoirs in the County is provided for. The abattoir should be
located in an area which is reasonably far from objectionable odours, smoke & dust, adequate
dust-proof access-ways connecting it with public roads and completely separated from any
other buildings used for industrial, commercial, agricultural, residential or other purposes.
There is one abattoir in the municipality namely Kanunga located in Banana.
6.5.10 Markets
Trade and Market Act was enacted to give effect to paragraph 7(a) of part 2 of the fourth
schedule of the constitution to promote, license and regulate industries, trade and markets.
The Department of Trade is the key stakeholder as it’s the custodian of all market
infrastructures in the County. All markets improvement and drafting relevant regulations,
such as market policy for efficient operations, is undertaken by the department.

Figure 18: Open air market in Muchatha

Source: Field Survey, May 2018.

The Department of Environment is a key partner in the day to day running of markets,
especially management of waste from the markets. It’s also responsible for managing public
toilets in the markets. The Department of Finance is mandated with revenue collection from
traders operating in the markets, as approved in the Finance Act.

6.5.10.1 Market Committee
All markets within the municipality have a market committee with the traders’ representative
selected by traders operating in the markets. Currently, there are no clear guidelines on their
qualification and term of services. Their key role is the link between the County Government
and traders operating in their respective markets. Table 11 gives a

Table 13: Summary of the locations of markets in the Karuri Municipality
WARD

NAME OF THE MARKET

STATUS

Karuri

Karuri

Permanent

Ndenderu

Ndenderu

Open Air Market

Ndenderu

Rwaka

Permanent

Ndenderu

Karura

Open Air Market

Kihara

Kihara

Open Air Market

Kihara

Gachie

Open Air Market

Muchatha

Muchatha

Permanent but incomplete

Source: Department of Trade, Tourism, cooperatives and enterprise development, County
Government of Kiambu.
6.6

Criteria 6: Public participation

Public participation is the process where individuals, governmental and non-governmental
groups influence decision making in policy, legislation, service delivery, oversight and
development matters. It is a two-way interactive process where the duty bearer communicates
information in a transparent and timely manner, engages the public in decision making and is
responsive and accountable to their needs. The public gets actively involved in the process
when the issue at stake relates directly to them.

Public participation is both a key promise and provision of the Constitution of Kenya. It is
instilled in the national values and principles of governance stipulated in Article 10. The
public is involved in the processes of policy making, monitoring and implementation. The
Constitution of Kenya 2010 Article 174 (c) provides that one object of devolution is: “to give
powers of self-governance to the people and enhance their participation in the exercise of the
powers of the State and in making decisions affecting them”. The Constitution assigns the
responsibility to ensure, facilitate and build capacity of the public to participate in the
governance to the County Government through Function 14 (Schedule 4 Part 2).

As such, county governments are required to: Create mechanisms of engagement by ensuring
and coordinating the participation of communities and locations in governance and Build
capacity by assisting communities and locations to develop the administrative capacity for the
effective exercise of the functions and powers.

These guidelines interpret Public Participation as broadly encompassing an interactive
process between state and non-state actors of public communication and access to
information, capacity building and actual engagement in county governance processes.
Public participation entails; informing the public by providing information to help them
understand the issues, options and solutions, consulting with the public to obtain their
feedback on alternatives or decisions; involving the public to ensure their concerns are
considered throughout the decision process, particularly in the development of decision
criteria and options; collaborating with the public to develop decision criteria and alternatives
and identify the preferred solution and empowering the public by placing final-decision
making authority in their hands.

Article 1(2) of the Constitution of Kenya, 2010 stipulates that “All sovereign power belongs
to the people of Kenya. The people may exercise their sovereignty directly or through their
elected representatives.” Article 10 (2) a, b and c outlines the national values and principles
of governance to include; democracy and participation of the people; inclusiveness; good
governance, integrity, transparency and accountability.

Further, Article 27 of the Constitution guarantees equality and non-discrimination hence,
public participation should ensure equality and non-discrimination. Article 33 provides that
Public participation should respect the freedom of expression of all participants. Article 35 of
the Constitution guarantees the right to access information by citizens.

Article 174(c)

outlines the objects of devolution are; to give powers of self-governance to the people and
enhance their participation in the exercise of such powers in decision making.
Article 174(d) stipulates communities have the right to manage their own affairs and to
further their development. Article 184(1) provides that national legislation shall provide for
the governance and management of urban areas and cities and shall provide for the
participation of residents in the governance of urban areas and cities.

Fourth Schedule Part 2 (14) provides for the functions and powers of the county are to
coordinate and ensure the participation of communities in governance. Counties are also to
assist communities to develop the administrative capacity to enhance their exercise of power
and participation in governance at the local level. The Public Finance Management Act,
Section 207 stipulates that County Governments are to establish structures, mechanisms and
guidelines for citizen participation. County Government Act Section 91 provides that the
county government shall facilitate the establishment of modalities, and platforms for citizen
participation. The Urban Areas Act Sections 21 and 22 overarching theme is participation by
the residents in the governance of urban areas and cities. The Second Schedule of the Act
provides for the rights of, and participation by residents in affairs of their city or urban areas.
Public Procurement and Disposal Act 2015 Section 68(3), 125(5), 138, and 179 emphasises
on transparency of the procurement process including requirements for procuring entities to
publicly avail procurement records after closure of proceedings, publicise notice of intention
to enter into contract on websites and public notice boards and publish and publicise all
contract awards. The area residents have been actively involved in the decision making
process as such the criteria for public participation has been met. In the municipality, various
engagement have been made to involve citizen participation for instance, the preparation of

the County Fiscal Strategy Paper, preparation of the County Integrated Development Plan,
ISUDPs, identification of community needs, roads expansion projects and preparation of
Alcohol and Drugs Control Act 2018
The county government has a directorate of citizen and public participation that spearheads
public engagement in the

municipality. Various engagements have been undertaken to

involve citizen participation for instance, the preparation of the County Fiscal Strategy Paper,
preparation of the County Integrated Development Plan, ISUDPs, identification of
community needs, roads expansion projects and preparation of Alcohol and Drugs Control
Act 2018.The directorate often seeks to get the public’s opinion by organising public
Barazas. Residential and neighbourhood associations in Karuri municipality are also critical
in physical planning processes and decision-making.

6.7

Criteria 7: Adequate space of expansion

Most parts of Karuri municipality relies on subsistence agricultural activities therefore it is
important to preserve these areas to ensure sustainable food production for future generations.
For sustainable urban development in the

municipality, the Draft County Spatial Plan

discourages urban sprawl and instead encourages vertical growth by increasing densities in
the urban centres, high and medium density residential and commercial zones.
This policy provides building regulations that increase plot ratios to any upcoming
developments thereby increasing the densities to accommodate the rising urbanization in
Karuri municipality. This is in line with the argument that compact cities are the most
sustainable

urban

forms

and

involves

the

promotion

of

urban

regeneration,

the revitalisation of town centers, restraint on development in rural areas, higher densities,
mixed-use development, and promotion of public transport and the concentration of urban
development at public transport nodes.
There are many benefits of the compact city model over urban sprawl, which include: less car
dependency thus lower carbon emissions, reduced energy consumption, better public
transport services, increased overall accessibility, the re-use of infrastructure and previously
developed land, a regeneration of existing urban areas and urban vitality, a higher quality of
life, the preservation of green space for leisure, and the creation of a milieu for enhanced
business and trading activities.

Map 6: The existing land uses within the municipality

Source: Department of Lands, Housing, Physical planning and Urban Development

6.8

Criteria 8: Solid waste management.

Part 2 of the Fourth Schedule, of the Constitution of Kenya, 2010, explicitly provides that the
County Governments shall be responsible for: refuse removal, refuse dumps and solid waste
disposal. Kenya Vision 2030 also recognizes the need for efficient and sustainable waste
management systems to be established as the country develops into a newly industrialized
state by 2030.
The National Environmental Management Authority(NEMA) has also strived to develop a
strategy which will assist the counties and other institutions to be a 7R oriented society,
by Reducing; Rethinking; Refusing;

Recycling; Reusing; Repairing and Refilling their

waste, towards compliance with the Environmental Management and Coordination Act of
1999 and Environmental Management and Coordination (Waste Management) Regulations of
2006 in order to ensure a clean and healthy environment for all, keeping in line with the
Article 42, of the Constitution of Kenya 2010.
Solid wastes in Karuri are a by-product of a broad spectrum of domestic, industrial, and
transportation industries. The areas around shopping centres and markets are more affected.
municipality is grappling with providing adequate waste management infrastructure amidst
the rapid urbanization. There is one garbage truck, 5 garbage skips and 1 skip loader. There is
need to put up a land fill in the municipality.
Figure 19: Waste disposal sites in Karuri Urban centres

Source: Field Survey, May 2018
A solid waste management policy is currently being drafted by the County Environmental
legal team to make it easier to handle the solid waste menace. Environmental awareness will
also be created to the members of the public so as to sensitize the public on importance of
complying with the policies that will be established.

The private sector also plays a key role in solid waste collection, transfer and disposal from
most residential and commercial areas. However, the sector needs proper regulation.

7. Recommendation and Conclusion
Article 184 of The Constitution of Kenya 2010, provides for formulation of Urban Areas and
Cities Act whose objectives are; establishing criteria for classifying areas as urban areas and
cities, establishing the principles of governance and management of urban areas and cities;
and providing for participation by residents in the governance of urban areas and cities.
No country in the world has reached high income status without urbanization; this is because
there is a strong relationship between urbanization and economic growth which is brought
about by factors such as rising agricultural productivity, higher education, industrial push,
trade and commerce. Urbanization in Kiambu County has played an essential role in growth
of the county’s economy, and these urban areas have been engines of economic development
in the county. Section 9(3) of Urban Areas and Cities Act 2011 has set out the criteria for
conferment of a municipal status of urban areas in Kenya.
Institutional capacity and infrastructural developments are the core functions of Kenya
Urban Support Program agenda and will be major drivers of economic and sustainable
growth of the municipality. These will be key in attracting investments, creation of job
opportunities, improving standards of living, and make urban areas competitive, safe,
attractive and liveable.
The municipality, through the Kenya urban support program will further contribute to the
realization of the Sustainable Development Goals which include;
 SDG 4: Inclusive and quality education for all and promote lifelong learning
 SDG 6: Access to clean water and sanitation as this is a basic human right
 SDG 8: Inclusive and sustainable economic growth, employment and decent work for
all
 SDG 11: Make cities and human settlement inclusive, resilient and sustainable.
Karuri municipality, under the umbrella of the County Government will benefit from the
infrastructural investment that will be undertaken under the Kenya Urban Support Program.
Adequate urban infrastructure will attract more investments and especially in areas in line
with the Big Four Agenda such as affordable decent housing, manufacturing, food security,
and healthcare. Other areas of interest will include slum rehabilitation, formulation of
favorable land policies, and formulation of municipal policies, which will play a pivotal role

in inclusive growth. Investment in social infrastructure will also play an important role in
developing strong and inclusive communities that provide opportunities for social integration.
The Karuri municipality will highly benefit from the Two Rivers infrastructure through
continued growth in real estate and affordable housing. Its future is also pegged on real
estate, commercial and agricultural activities. It therefore qualifies for conferment of
municipal status having met the set-out criteria as evidenced by:
a) Presence of a population threshold above 70,000, which is the minimum requirement
for a municipality.
b) Ongoing participatory process of preparation of an Urban Integrated Development
Plan through the Nairobi Metropolitan Services Improvement program.
c) Demonstration of revenue collection potential.
d) Capacity to generate sufficient revenue to sustain its operations
e) Capacity to effectively and efficiently deliver essential services to its residents as
provided in the 1st schedule.
f) Continuous active public participation process
g) Presence of sufficient space for expansion.
h) Provision of infrastructural facilities including but not limited to markets, fire stations,
education facilities, storm water drainage, water and sewer infrastructure, health
facilities, etc
i) Capacity for effective waste disposal.
We therefore highly recommend that Karuri be conferred a Municipal status by the Kiambu
County Governor upon approval by the County Assembly of Kiambu.
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